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• Because of 
inclement weather days, 
the current last day of 
school will be Tuesday, 
May 28, 2019. 

Spring Break is 
March 11 – 15.

The district will host 
bullying prevention 
sessions for families 
from 5 to 6 p.m. on 

• March 5  at Freedom 
Elementary Library and

• March 26  at 
Waynesville High 

Calendar info

Bullying info

If any of you have 
college students coming 
home for the summer, 
you may want to have 
them apply to become 
a VISTA Summer 
Associate. VSAs may 
tutor students or provide 
clerical or technical 
support at a non-profit. 
VSAs receive a living 
allowance and an 
education award or a 
cash stipend. For more 
information, call 573-
842-2250.   

VISTA 
Summer 
Associate 
information 

Do you know a great retired Waynesville 
R-VI teacher?

Do you know an awesome graduate of 
Waynesville High School?

If so, please nominate them for the Hall 
of Leaders.

The Waynesville R-VI School District 
Foundation announces it is accepting 
nominations for the second class of Hall of 
Leaders now through March 6, 2019.

Nominations being accepted for 
outstanding alumni and educators

One or two individuals will be named 
in each category – Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Alumni and Outstanding 
Educational Profession. Their portraits and 
a brief bio will be on display in the Hall of 
Leaders that is located in the main entrance 
to Waynesville High School behind the 
bronze tiger. 

The criteria (rubric), nomination form 

 One of WHS’s Partners 
in Education – the 787th 
MP Battalion – received 
a standing ovation after 
reciting the Soldiers 
Creed.  In addition to 
interacting with fans 
throughout the gym, 
members of the 787th 
formed a tunnel leading 
to center court for 
qualifying AP students. 
See story and more 
photos on page 2

Continued on page 2



 Waynesville High School hosted Military Appreciation Night 
and presented checks to AP students on Feb. 8 at the home boys 
basketball game.

 One of WHS’s Partners in Education – the 787th MP 
Battalion – received a standing ovation after reciting the 
Soldiers Creed.  In addition to interacting with fans throughout 
the gym, members of the 787th formed a tunnel leading to 
center court for qualifying AP students. To qualify, AP students 
earned a 3 or better on their AP exams in math, science or 
English language arts.

 The names of the 52 students and 32 graduates from the class 
of 2018 were read and the students present were congratulated 
by Col. Eric Towns, the U.S. Army Garrison Commander of 
Fort Leonard Wood; Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
members Paul Shultz II, president; Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, vice 
president; Butch O’Riley, secretary; Dan Deering, treasurer; 

and Charles Quinn;  Dr. Brian Henry, Waynesville R-VI 
superintendent; and Randy Luebbert, Waynesville High School 
principal. 

 WHS students and 2018 graduates earned a total of $10,900 
-- $100 for each AP exam score of 3 or better. The funds were 
made available through a college and career readiness program 
from the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI), 
thanks to a grant from the Department of Defense Educational 
Authority (DoDEA). Waynesville was the first school district in 
Missouri to implement this program and this is the fourth year 
for the checks to be presented to WHS students.

and requirements are online 
at https://www.waynesville.
k12.mo.us/Domain/1652. 
They may also be reached by 
going to the district’s main 
website and clicking on the 
paragraph below “Alumni 
and educator awards 
nominations.” In addition, 
paper copies are available at 
the Administration Building, 
200 Fleetwood Drive, 
Waynesville. For more 
information, please contact 
Jann Dye at 573-512-1074 
or Marianne Ward at 573-
842-2040.

 
 

Military Appreciation Night 
and NMSI checks given

Award 
nominations

Continued from page 1

Jim Stockmann, 
Waynesville High 
School band director, 
was named the 
Educator of the 
Year during the 
Waynesville-St. Robert 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting on Friday, 
Feb. 8, 2019, at The 
Ark. His nomination 
noted his commitment 
to students, along 
with this year’s Tiger 
Pride Marching Band 
winning the “Triple 
Crown” by placing 1st 
overall at all three of 
its major competitions 
during the fall.

https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/1652
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/1652


The Waynesville 
High School Tiger 
Battalion Drill Team 
took 1st place overall 
at the Annual Joplin 
Invitational Drill 
Classic in Joplin, Mo., 
on Feb. 9, 2019, out of 
11 schools competing 
at the event.

The team was 1st in 
Armed Regulation, 1st 
in Armed Exhibition, 
2nd in Color Guard 
and 2nd in Unarmed 
Regulation.

Ben Pollman 
finished 4th out of 
100+ cadets in the 
Individual Drill Down 
(IDD).  

The public is invited to an Open House from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 26, at 102 Hickory Drive in Waynesville.

Waynesville Career Center students in construction, HVAC 
(heating, air conditioning and ventilation) and masonry have 
built the home. This is the 40th house built by WCC students.  

The house will be sold via closed bid. Detailed information 
about the bid process will be available during the open house 
and is also available from the Office of Operational Services 
at the Waynesville R-VI School District Administration, 200 
Fleetwood Drive, in Waynesville.  

Interested parties may contact the Waynesville Career Center 
at 573-842-2500 for further information. The house and lot will 
be sold “as is.”  All bids should be returned in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Dr. Chris Berger, Assistant Superintendent, 
Operational Services, Waynesville School District, 200 
Fleetwood Drive, Waynesville, Missouri 65583 with the 
following information in the lower left corner:
    “Sealed Bids”
    House #40
    10:00 a.m. March 20, 2019

Drill team is overall champion at Joplin meet

WCC to host Open House at 102 Hickory Drive

The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids and to waive any informalities 
in the bid process.



Ryder Schwass, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2019, 
at the monthly Rotary Club meeting. He is the son of Jacob and 
Jenny Schwass.

 An outstanding student, Schwass earned All-A Honor Roll 
his 7th grade year and was inducted in National Junior Honor 
Society (NJHS). He remains a member of NJHS and currently 
holds a 4.0 GPA. Schwass is enrolled in high school geometry 
and the WMDS LEAP program. His teachers feed off his 
curiosity to learn new things. Schwass is described as someone 
who doesn’t shy away from a challenge and problem-solving. 
He consistently pushes himself toward success while spreading 
a positive attitude to those around him. His college and career 
plans are to study medicine and enter the field of pharmacy.

The WHS Theatre Department and Thespian Troupe 1669 
will present its spring dinner theater and performance at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 22, at the Waynesville High School Auditorium.

The students will perform the one-act comedy, “Personals 
and Proposals,” by Burton Bumgarner, produced with special 
arrangement with Eldridge Plays & Musicals.

The cost for dinner and the show is $7 per person. Tickets 
will be sold at the door; no reservations are required. Please 
note that the show is rated PG and no passes are accepted for 
this event.

The website Eldridge Plays & Musicals provides this 
summary of the play: “Four men and four women perform 

WHS students to present dinner theatre tonight
seven hilarious scenes about dating and marriage proposals. 
Three scenes highlight trying to find someone special through 
an online dating service called Meet-interesting-people-who-
will-like-you.com. As our singles find out, however, the site 
doesn’t live up to its name! The other scenes include some of 
the worst marriage proposals ever; two coaches trying to lead 
a couple down the path of wedlock; a Monday Night Football-
style coverage of a proposal; and a National Geographic 
television-type look at a romantic dinner. All together the 
scenes prove the way to happily-ever-after is filled with 
heartbreak, humiliation and humor!”

Schwass named WMDS 
Student of Month

Kaitlyn Spencer, a junior at Waynesville High School, has 
been named the Waynesville High School Rotary Student of the 
Month for February and was honored Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2019, 
at the monthly Pulaski County Rotary Club meeting. She is the 
daughter of Carol Oberwager-Spencer and Jonathan Spencer.

Spencer is an outstanding student and is currently enrolled 
in three AP courses – government, chemistry and English. She 
is a member of the National Honor Society and has actively 
participated in both softball and track and field. Her plans for 
college and career readiness include pursuing a career as a 
medical doctor.

 

Spencer named WHS 
Student of Month

The district’s Love of Reading 
Day will be held Friday, March 1. 



Piney Ridge students handmade Valentine’s cards for 
residents of Waynesville’s Life Care Center to help brighten 
their day.  Piney Ridge Principal Kim Amodio delivered the 
Valentines to the residents. 

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center was recently honored 
for outstanding attendance, receiving a special certificate 
of recognition. WSGC had the highest attendance from 
all Waynesville secondary schools,  finishing with 
91.27%.  

The traveling “tiger” has proudly taken up residence 
in the Sixth Grade Center cafeteria to represent this 
achievement. WSGC also received the award for meeting 
90/90 for the second quarter. 

As a reward, WSGC Principal Jamie Goforth declared 
a pajama day on Feb. 5 so the school could celebrate 
their success. Students and staff enjoyed their special 
day and are even more determined to maintain their high 
attendance status to keep that tiger in the building. 

6th graders celebrate their 
attendance success

Waynesville R-VI CTA will host the Meet the 
Candidate Forum for Waynesville R-VI School 
Board members at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 26, in the 
Waynesville High School Library. The event is open to 
the public.

The candidates are Ricky G. Harne, Charles Howard, 
Andy Anderson, Charles Quinn, Aaron Pondrom and 
Christopher E. Kramer.

Two seats, each for a three-year term, are scheduled 
to be filled in this election. The election date is Tuesday, 
April 2, 2019.

This forum will be televised live on Waynesville 
Channel 12 & Tiger TV’s Facebook page.  

 

Meet the Candidates 
Forum to be held on 
March 26 at WHS



Cordova enlists in Navy, to receive $36,000 bonus 

Freedom Elementary staff members receive praise 

Maximus Cordova, a senior at Waynesville High School, has 
enlisted in the Navy and will receive a $36,000 bonus upon 
completion of boot camp. Petty Officer Daniels presented the 
check to Cordova during his AP calculus class on Feb. 19. 

Cordova is receiving the bonus because he scored the second 
highest ASVAB score in the state and will attend the Navy’s 
Nuclear Power School for four years. The national average 
score on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is 36; 
Cordova scored a 93. 

Two years after completing nuclear school, Cordova will be 
eligible for up to a $120,000 bonus upon re-enlistment in the 
Navy. 

Cordova named Dawn Vidt, his AP chemistry teacher, and 
Renita DeMalade, his AP calculus teacher, as his two most 

influential teachers in preparing him for this program. They will 
receive plaques later this school year. 

“The ASVAB was mostly about the topics of chemistry and 
mathematics and these are my two favorite teachers,” Cordova 
said. 

According to the Naval Seas System Command website, 
“The naval nuclear program is widely acknowledged as having 
the most demanding academic program in the U.S. military. 
Academics proceed at a rapid pace with high academic 
standards enforced in all subjects.”

“I believe that Waynesville High School has prepared me 
well,” Cordova said. “I think the teachers are great and they 
have allowed me to succeed in a wonderful environment at this 
school.”

Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, praised 
Freedom Elementary staff 
members during their 
Super Session on Feb. 22 
for: 

- Engaging parents. 
Freedom’s PTO has been 
re-established, parents are 
also actively volunteering 
and participating in the 
Parent Advisory Council.

- Engaging volunteers 
in their #WayConnect 
Mentor program.  
Freedom has 17 
community members serving as mentors for their students.

- Engaging students in the classroom, as evidenced by attendance. 
Freedom met the 90/90 attendance goal during the 2017-2018 
school year and has met it for the first half of this school year.

- Increasing student performance, fostering a “Whatever It Takes” 
attitude to help students succeed and collaborating on assessments 
and interventions. 

- Increasing the use of Exact Path.  All 3rd -5th grade classrooms 
are consistently using Exact Path and some K-2 classrooms are 
piloting it.

Pictured are 
WHS Principal 
Randy Luebbert, 
AP Calculus 
Teacher Renita 
DeMalade, 
Maximus 
Cordova, Petty 
Officer Daniels, 
and Kevin 
Schnicker, 
assistant 
principal at 
WHS. 



Seven Waynesville High School wrestlers competed at the 
State Tournament Feb. 14-16 at Mizzou Arena in Columbia.

 Justice Seely placed 2nd and her twin sister Jazzmine 
Seely placed 3rd in the first ever MSHSAA Girls’ Wrestling 
Championships. Gaven Sax (pictured below in an earlier round) 
placed 3rd and Michael Cassidy placed 4th in the MSHSAA 
Boys’ State Wrestling Championships.

The  following boys also competed at state: Aaron McDaniel, 
Andrew Leitold and Timothy Brech. 

Joe Johnson III, a former Waynesville High School standout 
boys basketball player, received a basketball from Chris Pilz, 
WHS head boys basketball coach, during halftime of the boys 
basketball game on Friday, Feb. 8, 2019, at WHS.

“Joe is one of the most fierce competitors I have coached in 
my 28 years,” Pilz said. “Joe was respected by his teammates 
and opponents. When Joe was on the floor, we always had a 
chance to win.”

Johnson attends Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kan., on a 
basketball scholarship.

At WHS, Johnson was a four-year varsity starter, played 108 
games for the Tigers and scored 1,403 career points. During 
that time, he earned the following accolades:

• Member of two district team titles in 2013-14 and 2015-16
• Member of the #1 state-ranked 2014-15 WHS Tigers team 
   that finished with a 24-3 record
• Scored a career high 33 points vs Hillcrest in February 2016
• First team All-Conference/All-State selection as a senior

Pilz presents basketball 
to Joe Johnson III

 Photo by Nancy Crawford

7 WHS wrestlers head to 
state; 4 bring back medals; 
cheerleaders perform

Photo by Nathalie Brech

Waynesville 
High School 
cheerleaders 
were again 
invited to 
perform 
during the 
state wrestling 
meet. They 
also assisted 
with the medal 
ceremony. 

Photos by 
Shauna Smith



Top, Waynesville High School 
boys basketball seniors, 
cheerleaders and Rhythm 
Nation seniors were recognized 
on Feb. 12 before the boys 
varsity basketball game. 
Those recognized were Carson 
Cavalier, Gunner Rees, Zeke 
Rogers, Tahja Stewart, Randa 
Bland, Aja Domineck, Elissa 
Giles, Kayla Owens, Tianna 
Pickett, Courtney Mason, 
Caira Smith, Krystal Ferrer, 
Grace Kristek and Molly 
Handley. Clockwise, scenes 
from the game and halftime.  
Both the WHS girls and boys 
basketball teams will go up 
against Lebanon teams in 
the first round of Districts at 
Camdenton. The girls will play 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 25, and 
the WHS boys will play at 7 
Tuesday, Feb. 26.

The first official day of 
spring sports for middle 
school and high school 
students is Monday, Feb. 25.

All student-athletes must 
have an approved physical 
on file in the athletic office 
to participate.

All practices will begin 
directly after school and 
an activity bus will depart 
from the middle school at 
5:15 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
from the high school at the 
completion of practices.

Spring sports include:

• Baseball
• Boys’ Golf
• Boys’ Tennis
• Boys’ Track & Field
• Girls’ Track & Field
• Girls’ Soccer
• MS Baseball
• MS Boys’ Track & Field
• MS Girls’ Teack & Field
• MS Softball

For more information, 
click on the links below or 
please call Athletics at 573-
842-2450.

https://
waynesvilletigerathletics.
org/library/files/demo1069.
bigteamsdemo_com_1743/
files/Physical%20Form.pdf

https://
waynesvilletigerathletics.
org/library/files/demo1069.

Practices 
for spring 
sports 
begin 
Monday
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